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Art. 4. On receipt of information of the existence of a case of con- 
tagious or infectious disease, the authorities will proceed to the isola- 
tion of the case, if required by its nature, or to dictate such other 
sanitary measures of prophylaxis as may seem necessary. 

Art. 5. Physicians are required to assist the authorities in isolation 
of such cases and in the better compliance with the measures of 
disinfection and sanitation. 

Art. 6. Physicians who do not comply with this decree will be 
liable to a fine. 

Art. 7. The execution of this decree is in the hands of the minister 
of the interior. 

Compulsory vaccination. 

May 26. The Government of Venezuela has issued a decree making 
vaccination against smallpox obligatory and requiring revaccination 
within a period not exceeding 8 years. This latter clause applies only 
to those vaccinated before reaching 20 years of age and who have not 
been revaccinated since. 

Those vaccinated after reaching 20 years of age will not be required 
to be revaccinated except in case the sanitary authorities should 
declare smallpox epidemic in any district, in which case all living 
within the infected zone who may not have been revaccinated within 
3 years will be required to undergo vaccination. 

To supply the vaccine virus required for use in Venezuela, the Gov- 
ernment will establish, under direction of a medical director, a vaccine 
institute. This institute will be provided with all .apparatus neces- 
sary for the manufacture and conservation of vaccine virus on an 
ample scale. This institute will be under the immediate inspection 
of the Public Hygiene Commission of Caracas. 

While this institute will endeavor to supply the demand of Vene- 
zuela, yet the use and introduction of foreign virus will not be 
prohibited. 

This decree requires that foreigners coming to Venezuela must also 
comply with the law of vaccination, and it is perhaps wise to suggest 
that American travelers visiting Venezuela carry with them their cer- 
tificates of vaccination, unless they desire to undergo this operation on 
arrival at Venezuelan ports before landing. 

Thislaw is brought about, apparently, by the knowledge that small- 
pox is prevalent in various parts of Venezuela, and the Government, 
realizing its dangers, is desirous to stamp it out at once and maintain 
the country in a state of cleanliness. 

Decree relative to sanitary work at Caracas — Summary of plague from 
date of outbreak — Sanitary work at La Guaira continued. 

Consul Manning further reports, June 3 : 

The Government has issued a decree providing for inspectors of 
sanitation, who are directed to visit the houses in each district of 
the city, accompanied by laborers and carts and to order the destruc- 
tion of everything which may seem possible causes of infection. 

This decree also gives all owners of stables, coach barns, etc., a 
peremptory period of 15 days in which to change the floors in their 
buildings to concrete where the floors are of wood or flags and also to 
install a water service for the purpose of washing floors, etc. They 
will also be required to clean out all waste every 12 hours. 
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All owners of shops where food products are sold, either wholesale 
or retail, shall change their floors to cement within 15 days, and also 
the patios, corrals, and stables shall be floored in the same manner. 
1 he decree also requires that the walls in these cases shall be painted 
with oil paints. All alimentary substances will be required to be 
kept in insect-proof cases; the keepers will be required to maintain 
themselves in cleanliness, and the sale of coal will be prohibited 
where other articles are carried. 

Contravention of this act will be punished by fine. 

One additional case of plague, with 1 death, has been reported 
from Caracas. There have been 6 cases of plague and 3 deaths 
reported since the beginning of the outbreak May 20. 

In La Guaira the work of cleaning streets, houses, yards, and 
water and drain ways continues. 

FOREIGN AND INSULAR STATISTICAL REPORTS OF COUNTRIES AND 

CITIES UNTABULATED. 

Africa — Kimberly. — Month ended May 15, 1909. Estimated pop- 
ulation, 44, 1 4 1 . Total number of deaths, 57, including enteric fever 1 , 
and 1 from diphtheria. 

Lourenpo Marquez. — Month of April, 1909. Estimated popula- 
tion, 10,000. Total number of deaths, 54, including measles 1, and 
9 from tuberculosis. 

Algeria — Bona. — Month of May, 1909. Estimated population, 
42,000. Total number of deaths, 113, including smallpox 16, enteric 
fever 2, typhus fever 14, whooping cough 1, and 11 from tuberculosis. 

Argentina — Buenos Aires. — Month of March, 1909. Estimated 
population, 1,198,902. Total number of deaths, 1,367, including 
enteric fever 33, smallpox 4, measles 3, diphtheria 9, leprosy 1, and 
167 from tuberculosis. 

Australia — Newcastle district. — Month of April, 1909. Estimated 
population, 61,270. Total number of deaths, 55, including enteric 
fever 1, scarlet fever 1, and 7 from tuberculosis. 

Sydney. — Report for the quarter ended March 31,1 909. Estimated 
population, 592,100. Total number of deaths, 1,521, corresponding 
to an annual death rate of 10.28 per 1,000 of population, including 
enteric fever 32, scarlet fever 1, whooping cough 2, diphtheria 8, 
plague 4, and 113 from tuberculosis. 

Month of March, 1909. Total number of deaths, 523, corresponding 
to an annual death rate of 10.56 per 1,000 of population, including 
enteric fever 8, scarlet fever 1, diphtheria 2, plague 4, and 40 from 
tuberculosis. 

Month of April, 1909. Total number of deaths, 491, corresponding 
to an annual death rate of 9.96 per 1,000 of population, including 
enteric fever 3, whooping cough 1 , diphtheria 6, plague 1 , and 48 from 
tuberculosis. 

Brazil — Bahia. — Month of January, 1909. Estimated popula- 
tion, 286,000. Total number of deaths, 468, corresponding to a 



